
THE WHITE HOUS E

WASHINGTON

February 10, 1972

Dear Mr . President :

Because the problem of drug addiction is becomin g
an increasingly serious one for many nations of th e
world, I have asked the Senior Advisor to our Secretar y
of State and Coordinator for International Narcotic s
Matters, Mr . Nelson Gross, to visit Pakistan as well
as other countries to explore ways in which we might
cooperate to curb the flow of illicit opium . Mr . Gros s
will be visiting Pakistan shortly, and I hope that he wil l
have an opportunity to exchange views with you .

As you know, drug abuse has spawned a multitude o f
social ills in the United States, the most serious o f
which is a dramatic increase in the incidence of drug -
related crime . It is such a grave threat that I have
initiated a comprehensive program to reduce the flo w
of illegal drugs into this country, eliminate their sale ,
and rehabilitate drug users .

The United States is not alone in experiencing acut
e social disruption because of drug addiction. The epidemic

of abuse has spread to young people in many industrialize d
countries, and there is mounting concern in developin g
countries as well that if these abuses are not ended, thei r
development may be seriously affected.



Of all the drugs which we are seeking to control in the
United States, the most destructive is heroin, a by -
product of opium . You are doubtless aware that neithe r
opium nor heroin is produced in the United States, and
heroin enters the country illegally . For this reason, we
are particularly concerned about the international pro-
duction and trade in opium and its by-products . I hav e
asked the Secretary of State to take charge of the Unite d
States' efforts to strengthen international narcotic

s control and to offer our assistance to cooperating countrie s

I know that you have many pressing matters on your min d
at this point and appreciate the opportunity to share thes e
concerns of ours with you . I hope that we can work
together in this field .

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Zulfikar All Bhutt o
President and Chief Martial La w

Administrator of Pakistan
Islamabad




